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teeming millions
Rush of devotees to take a holy dip at the Sangam during the Mahakumbh Mela 
in Prayagraj on Saturday

Kerala ragging: All 5 accused 
barred from further studies
Shankar Raj  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Kerala Nurses and Mid-
wives Council (KNMC) Satur-
day decided to bar all five 
accused involved in the rag-
ging incident at the Kottayam 
Nursing College from continu-
ing their studies. 

A council meeting convened 
here observed that the accused 
did not deserve to complete 
their studies or enter the ser-
vice profession. This means the 
students cannot study for 
nursing in any college in Ke-
rala. 

Meanwhile, more students 
have come forward and filed 
complaints of cruel and severe 
ragging against the five sen-
iors. 

In another development, the 
department suspended Princi-
pal Sulekha A T and Assistant 

Professor/Assistant Warden-
in-Charge of the student hos-
tel, Ajeesh P Mani, pending an 
inquiry for allegedly failing to 
prevent ragging and effectively 
intervene in the matter. 

The hostel's housekeeper-
cum-security staff was also or-
dered to be removed 
immediately, according to a 
statement issued by the Health 
Minister's office. 

The action was taken follow-
ing an inquiry conducted by 
the Director of Medical Educa-
tion, as per the instructions of 
Health Minister Veena George, 
the statement added. 

A nursing council member 
described the Kottayam rag-
ging incident as an "extremely 
cruel act" and said it cannot be 
justified under any circum-
stances. 

 "We will never justify the 
incident. What we want to em-

phasise is that allowing such 
individuals into the nursing 
profession would be a dis-
aster," said Usha Devi, a council 
member. 

She said the Council would 
soon inform the concerned 
authorities of its decision to 
debar the accused students. 

"We made the decision in a 
way that leaves them no 
chance to continue their 
studies. Through the District 
Health Services (DHS), we will 
inform the government of our 
decision, which will also be 
conveyed to the college auth-
orities," the Council member 
told a news agency. 

The state government has 
ordered an investigation into 
the incident, while the Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) has sought a 
report from the state police 
within 10 days. 

Historic day for BJP, wins 
all 10 seats in mayoral poll

CHHATTISGARH | Party chief Nadda says this victory reflects  
the trust of people in BJP’s public welfare scheme

Avdhesh Mallick 
RAIPUR  

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has achieved a signifi-
cant victory, securing all 10 
municipal corporations in 
Chhattisgarh, effectively 
wiping out the Congress 
party. In a standout per-
formance, Meenal Chaubey 
from Raipur recorded the 
largest win, defeating Con-
gress candidate Deepti 
Dubey by over 150,000 votes. 
The BJP is celebrating its 
success with drum perform-
ances and fireworks. 

In Durg, Alka Baghmare 
triumphed over Congress's 
Premlata Sahu, winning by 
67,000 votes, while Ramu 
Rohra claimed victory in 
Dhamtari by 34,085 votes, 
following the disqualifica-
tion of the Congress candi-
date on technical grounds. 
In Korba, Sanju Devi de-
feated Usha Devi of Con-
gress by 52,000 votes, and 
Pooja Vidhani won in Bilas-

pur, securing a victory 
against Pramod Nayak by 
66,179 votes. 

Raigarh saw Jivvardhan 
Chauhan defeating Janaki 
Katju by 36,365 votes, while 
in Rajnandgaon, Madhusu-
dan Yadav from BJP 
emerged victorious. Sanjay 
Pandey of BJP also won 
against Malkit Singh Gaidu 
in Jagdalpur. In Ambikapur, 
Manjusha Bhagat defeated 
Dr. Ajay Tirkey of Congress 
by 11,063 votes, and in Chir-
miri, Congress candidate 

Vinay Jaiswal lost to Ramna-
resh Rai by 5,200 votes. 

Notably, former Raipur 
mayor Aijaz Dhebar lost his 
councillor seat by 1,500 
votes. The celebratory mood 
among BJP members inten-
sified after their perform-
ance in Lormi when Deputy 
Chief Minister Sao and Ra-
jesh Munat were seen danc-
ing with party workers in 
Raipur.  

The counting of votes has 
been finalized for the posi-
tions of mayor, councillor, 

and president across 10 cor-
porations, 49 municipalities, 
and 113 Nagar Panchayats. 
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo 
Sai addressed the media, 
claiming the voters ap-
proved the developmental 
work carried out by the BJP. 
It is a historic win for the 

Municipal Corporation 
Total 10 
1. BJP 10 
2.  Congress - Nil 
3.  Independent- Nil 
Municipal Council ( Na-
garpalika) 
Total 49 
1. BJP 35 
2. Congress 8 - Takhatpur, 
Mungeli, Katghora, Maha-
samund, Bagbahara , 

Surajpur, Mandir Hasoud, 
Abhanpur, 
3. AAP 1  - Bodari 
4. Independent 5 - Ahi-
wara , Sakti, Pendra, Akal-
tara, simga 
Nagarpanchayat 
Total 114 
1. BJP 82 
2. Congress 21 
3. BSP 1  -
4. Independent 10

POLL RESULT

Cong names new gen secys for 11 states, UTs 
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

With an eye on the Punjab 
Assembly elections in 2027, 
the Congress has announced 
former Chhattisgarh chief 
minister Bhupesh Baghel as 
the new general secretary in-
charge of the state. The move 
comes within days of the 
Aam Aadmi Party, which is in 
power in Punjab, losing its 
government in Delhi. 

Baghel had earlier also 
played a crucial role in the 
party’s win in the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly election in 
2022 where he was sent as a 
senior observer. The Con-
gress had dislodged the BJP-
led Jairam Thakur 
government from power in 
that closely fought election. 

The party is now sensing 
an opportunity in Punjab and 
soon after AAP’s loss in Delhi, 
the Leader of Opposition in 
Punjab Assembly and Con-
gress leader Partap Singh 
Bajwa had claimed that 30 
AAP MLAs were planning to 
switch over to the grand old 
party. 

With just about two years 
to go for the Punjab elections, 

the Congress has shown alac-
rity in its approach by pick-
ing Baghel for organising the 
state party machinery. Bag-
hel has replaced Harish 
Chaudhary, who has been 
shifted to Madhya Pradesh. 

Baghel’s name was an-
nounced as part of a larger 
reshuffle in which the party 
has also appointed MP Syed 
Naseer Hussain as general 
secretary in charge of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh. In 
the Assembly elections to 
J&K recently, though the 
Congress was on its own not 
able to do too well, it man-
aged to get its ally partner, 
the National Conference, in a 
position where it could form 
the government. 

Having suffered setbacks 
in the subsequent elections in 
Haryana, Maharashtra and 
Delhi, the party has also re-
moved some of the state in-
charges. Baghel replaced 
Harish Chaudhary, who has 
been shifted to Madhya Pra-
desh. 

Similarly, Syed Naseer 
Hussain, a member of Rajya 
Sabha from Karnataka, has 
been named general secre-
tary in-charge for Jammu & 

Kashmir and Ladakh. He has 
replaced Bharatsinh Solanki 
as the AICC in-charge for 
J&K.  

Incidentally, a committee 
formed to ascertain the rea-
sons for the party's poor 
showing had pointed an ac-
cusing finger at Solanki. 

The Congress has also ap-
pointed Rajya Sabha member 
and chief whip Rajani Patil as 
the in-charge for Himachal 
Pradesh and Chandigarh in 
place of Rajeev Shukla. 

Meta to connect 
India  with longest 
undersea cable 
Project  
IANS 
NEW DELHI 

Social media major Meta on 
Saturday tagged India as one 
of its largest markets to be 
connected with the com-
pany's world's longest 
undersea cable "Project 
Waterworth" which is ex-
pected to be operational by 
the end of this decade. 

Meta has announced 
"Project Waterworth" which 
will reach five major conti-
nents and span over 50,000 
kilometers -- longer than the 
earth's circumference. 

The project was part of 
the US-India Joint Leaders' 
Statement that was released 
on February 13 following the 
visit of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi to US. 

Japan & Singapore 
to sign MoU in 
education & skills 
with Assam 
Digjyoti Lahkar 
GUWAHATI 

Assam Chief Minister, Him-
anta Biswa Sarma on Satur-
day signaled towards a 
deeper association with 
Japan and Singapore as he 
announced three major de-
velopments during a press 
meet ahead of Advantage 
Assam 2.0 summit. 

He said that two Memoran-
dums of Understanding 
(MoUs) will be signed with 
Japan and Singapore, to 
strengthen ties in education 
and skill development. 

“Talks are on to establish a 
Japan Language Testing 
Centre in Assam, while aca-
demic tie-ups with Singapore. 
A Japan Language Testing 
Centre will be set up in 
Assam,” he added

party, he said. 
Party chief Nadda says 

this victory reflects  the 
trust of people in the BJP’s 
public welfare scheme and 
the leadership under Prime 
Minister Modi. 



03

www.nagarnigamujjain.org 

URL https://vikrammela.mponline.gov.in/


